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In the week 12-16 Feb 2018, the workshop Public Speaking and Presentation by the visiting Irish 
teacher, Mr. Darragh O'Brien was held at the Prometna šola Maribor as part of the Erasmus+ 
programme. 
 
Excellent course materials and Darragh’s superior teaching resulted in building students’ confidence in 
English, audience oriented presentation skills and, above all – they enjoyed it immensely. 
On Friday there was a bonus presentation of Ireland for larger audience (students and teachers of 
Prometna šola Maribor). 
 
Definitely a week to be repeated! 
 
 
Participants’ opinions 
 
 “I am delighted that I attended this workshop, as it helped me build my self-confidence in speaking 
English and giving presentations. I learned A LOT.” (Anja) 
 

https://www.facebook.com/visjaprometna/photos/pcb.10156096966884085/10156096960344085/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/visjaprometna/photos/pcb.10156096966884085/10156096960344085/?type=3
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“I liked everything about the workshop very much and I learned a lot. We have learned a great deal 
about performing from working with each other and great help from Darragh. I also improved my 
English. I liked it tremendously and thank you to make it happen.” (Gašper) 
 
"When I applied for this workshop, I had no idea what to expect. I thought this would be yet another 
lecture where we sit, listen to the teacher and take notes. I was surprised when it was nothing like that 
at all, it was all totally different.  We worked together with him and in pairs, and we also had a 
presentation every day (90 secs, 3 min, 5 min) through which we learned something new every day. In 
this workshop I learned a lot about how to make my presentation more interesting for the audience, 
so the topic will really get their attention and they will remember it. I am also much more confident in 
English and have the feeling I improved greatly. I hope that the same opportunity will be given to 
students in the following years, since one really learns a lot.  
Many many thanks to Darragh O’Brien. He is truly incredible.” (Ilirjan) 
 
"Working with Darragh will imprint in my memory for ever. For me this was one of the greatest 
challenges. I learned a lot and improved my English greatly. I will never regret applying for this 
workshop and I think it is a tremendous experience which is to be repeated for as many students as 
possible. It can’t be just explained; one has to work through it all.  
At first, I was afraid that my English was not good enough, but Darragh used simple words and I 
understood him perfectly and was able to communicate with others quite easily in English.   
What I liked most was the so called “introduction game” on the first day, which made and easy start 
and was great fun. I also liked how we had to make presentations and how we did the assessment in 
pairs first, and how Darragh afterward told each student separately what was good and suggested 
what could be improved.” (Karmen) 
 
“It was great. It is simply amazing how much we learned in just one week. Working with him is fun and 
excellent.” (Matic) 
 
“I liked the workshop very much and I enjoyed every minute of it. What I found interesting is the initial 
relaxation exercise. I acquired a lot of knowledge about public speaking and presentation. We have 
been given many handouts regarding structure, we learned about the importance of the eye-contact 
with the audience, when to approach the audience, about the posture and much much more. The 
other interesting thing was that we first made a short presentation to each other in pairs, before 
presenting it to the whole group. Thus, we could make last adjustments and corrections. As for the 
language, we gained enormously as the whole course was done only in English.  
With each session we had more knowledge and in the next session work got easier.” (Primož) 
 
"Personally, I was very pleased with the workshop. I think we have all gained a lot, Darragh gave us 
many excellent tips on how to improve our presentation and its performance. He directed us, told us 
what we should pay attention to, what to improve and of course praised generously." (Simon) 
 
"I found Darragh an excellent teacher who knows how to attract the attention of the audience. He 
taught us a lot about public speaking, structuring the speeches and using the correct words. I also think 
it would be very good if he could return for the new students in a year or two." (Tilen) 
 
"The workshop was very good, it was above my expectations. It wasn’t so much about the language 
itself because the workshop is in English anyway, and to attend it you have to have prior knowledge of 
English. However, it was very instructive about public speaking because Darragh taught us what's 
important in the presentation and how to do it. What I found best is that Darragh explains to each 
individual student what was good and what needs to be corrected." (Žiga) 
 



“My opinion about the time we spent together is that it was very informative. We learned a lot about 

how to properly prepare and make a presentation.  Darragh also told us a lot of tips and tricks about 

what to avoid and how to be less stressed while presenting. Maybe some of the meetings were a bit 

short, apart from that it was great. The time we spent together was exciting and relaxed. I hope that 

more projects like that are founded in the future. Projects like these are what creates bonds between 

people, cultures and nations. (Tadej)     

 
 

Erasmus+ Week 2018 
(14. - 18. May, 2018) 
 
 

Guest participants:  

Finn Jørrald  Erhvervsakademiet Lillebælt, Vejle, Denmark 

Jurgita Ginavičienė Petro Vileišio geležinkelio transporto fakulteto Transporto, Vilnius, Lithuania 

Indrė Sprogytė Petro Vileišio geležinkelio transporto fakulteto Transporto, Vilnius, Lithuania 

Miha Ravnikar former student VCTT, Erasmus+ in Denmark  

Mitja Grah former student VCTT, Erasmus+ in Croatia 

Radek Prihoda  Erasmus+ incoming student at the VCTT from the Czech Republic 
 
Alicia-Leonor Sauli-Miklavčič 
Maja Gorjup Zdovc  PlusPoint Erasmus+, Association of Slovene Higher Vocational Colleges  

 
 

 


